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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND READERS. 


The press of matter for this, the closing number of our 
second volume, as also the length of the subjoined letter, 
oblige us to limit ourselves to a few reflections proper to this 
new era in the existence of our periodical. In No. 52, we 
announced our intention to leave to another pen the task of 
drawing up a resumé of the past career of the Anglo-/emish 


Press; and we are thankful for the opportunity of now pre- 


senting it. We do so without comment ;—for the competency 
of the writer for his task will be best learned from his mode of 
performing it. We will not affect to qualify the loftiness of the 
vocation which he assigns to the Voice of Jacob, for it does 
not necessarily involve a magnifying of our own humble powers ; 
of these we still think as we have often expressed, and still do we 
appeal, earnestly appeal, for that measure of justice, which will 
not alone lighten our burthen in a pecuniary sense, but enable 
us to enlist for the work all the talent which might render it the 
worthiest possible, and the most efficient for the welfare of 
Israel. Granted, that much of good has been effected, (and if 
the task were now a fitting one, we might adduce evidence of an 
amount and variety of definite advantages already attained, 
that might surprise many,) we yet feel every day more and more 
conscious of how much of a still higher range might be effected, 
with full appliances at our disposal. This is now becoming 
manifest, even to our Gentile readers ;’ and we shall take shame 
to our own brethren, if the best and highest interests of Judaism 
shall be proved really to need such pressure from without. 

We take it for granted, that the subscribers upon our list, 
(already prepared for publication, with the title-page, &¢., for 
next number,) give their aid on principle, and that the confi- 
dence in their good faith which our arrangements for a con- 
tinuance betoken, (not having received a single notice of with- 
drawal,) will be fully justified. The subscription will, there- 
fore, remain as heretofore, (vide last page.) If we shall be 
enabled to make the paper a stamped publication, it will be 
supplied in that shape to subscribers only, and without any 
extra charge. For non-subscribers, it will in any case remain 
unstamped ; and we cannot pledge ourselves not to raise the 
price per single copy, (although devised as a means of making 
the paper available to the humbler classes,) if it shall be found 
that the facility so afforded, shall encourage the withholding of 
those annual subscriptions, absolutely necessary to the main- 
tenance of the work. We shall endeavour, if possible, to sup- 
ply occasional, if not periodical, supplements, devoted to some 
continuous series of standard articles, and not charged extra to 
Our annual subscribers.* 


a There will be a supplement to No. 56, containing among other matter, 
conclusion of the Review of the Biographical Dictionary, &c. 
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We now present our correspondent’s resumé, and take our 
leave, as we hope for the usual interval only, of every reader of 
these lines; wishing them, in the good old fashioned phrase— 
a happy new year—andyny now 


Mr. Editor,—I willingly avail myself of your invitation, at 
the close of this your second year, to cast a retrospective view 
on your past proceedings, and to form anticipations as to your 
future course. 

An inexperienced wanderer, anxious to reach a happy desti- 
nation, on arriving at an early period at the foot of'a lofty mountain 
which he must of necessity cross—probably entertains these feel- 
ings. Not yet knowing the extent of his strength, nor the nature 
of the obstacles that lie before him, he starts hopefully ; his lively 
imagination presenting a charming picture of the place to which 
he is proceeding. There, are ¢loudless skies of deepest blue, 
a mild sun and brilliant stars, a soil yielding nothing but the 


| most fragrant of flowers, the most luscious of fruits ; in short, 


there, nature herself is refined. Thus buoyed up, he proceeds, 
unmindful of the length and ruggedness of the way, of the heat 
of noontide, or of the scantiness of his wallet. At length, the path 
becomes steeper, the sun more fierce, provision nearly ex- 
hausted; and yet the summit of the mountain does not seem 
much nearer; he seldom now finds a murmuring stream to 
allay his thirst, or the grateful shade of a tree, indies which to 
rest his weary limbs. Still, with the goal steadily before him, 
he resolutely proceeds, probably reflecting thus:—* Had | 
known beforehand the difficulties besetting my path, and the 
many sacrifices required of me, I should perhaps not have ven- 
tured on such an undertaking; but having commenced it, I 
shall not turn back; and the conquest of past difficulties shall 
not alone inspire me with courage to overcome those before 
me that can be removed, but endow me with patience to bear 
up against those that are insurmountable.’ Thus, he con- 
tinues his way, looking back occasionally at the ravines he has 
crossed, the precipices he has escaped, the steeps he has 
climbed, and deriving new strength from the retrospect. At 
length he reaches an eminence, from which he may not only 
contemplate the road already passed, but also survey that yet 
to be traversed. Here he pauses, and passes in review all that 
has been endured, escaped, and performed; and he anticipates 
what is still to be suffered, shunned, and achieved. But, Sir, 
let us drop the allegory, for it will be sufficiently apparent who 
is the traveller, what the place of his destination, and what the 
motives that prompt his journey :—you have yourself more than 
once pointed them out;—it only remains for me, as one 
of your public, to take a grateful survey of your past career, 
and to throw a hopeful glance on what you have opened out 
for us. 
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It is now some thousands of years since the Voice of Jacob’ 


first was heard. Humble in its origin, its first sounds reached 


‘but to the immediate precincts, it has since become a mighty 


sen resounding from shore to shore. Borne on the wings of 
inai’s thunder, it has reverberated at the extremes of the 
civilized world, until now the most distant confine echoes— 


“The preat ends of Providence are still worked out by humble 
agents; there was occasion for an instrument in this field, 
and you have been privileged to supply it. Your Anglo Jewish 
organ has reached quarters, to which your hopes could scarcely 
have aspired; it has swept away prejudice, instilled animation 
where stagnation prevailed, and kindled a flame where before 
were but latent embers. | 

The Voice of Jacob must be regarded more particularly in 
its three principal relations. 

| . That towards the Gentile word. 
II. That towards the Jewish people in general. . 
IlJ. That towards English Jews in particular. 

I. That towards the Gentile world :— | Nee: 

For centuries past, the Jews have not been objects of so 
much and so general an interest as they are at present. All 
classes of society—the scurrilous penny a liner and the pro- 
found essayist, the flippant news hunter and the enlightened 
statesman, the alehouse oracle and the savant of the saloons, 
the. itinerant preacher and the pious and philosophic lecturer, 
all alike find in the Jews the subject of conversation—of 
research, of speculation, and even of their dearest hope. 
This. interest, due to the conjuncture of a series of circum- 
stances into which I shall not now pause to enquire, is particu- 
larly manifest in this country: and yet, despite this interest, 
and notwithstanding the multifarious sources whence informa- 
tion might be derived, Jews and Judaism are scarcely better 
known and understood than are the distant Chinese, or the mys- 
terious Brahmin! Indeed, when I read or hear the erroneous 
statements daily made concerning Jews, I am led to believe 
that it is their very vicinity which precludes the Gentile world 
from taking a comprehensive view of them; just as we can- 
not ascertain, by our senses, the shape of the globe we inhabit, 
\aaagpary it is so near,) while we do not fail to perceive the 

orm of bodies more distant. But who, more than the Jew, 
loses by not being known? To whom is misapprehension more 
mischievous ? To whom is misrepresentation more fatal ? Scat- 
tered over the whole globe, his people forms the thermometer 
of civilization, rising or sinking according to the warmth of feel- 
ng yous it meets. It is the civilized world which moulds 
public opinion; its basis being an accurate knowledge of the 
matters upon which it is formed. Israel, like the weaker 
party always; like indeed the weaker sex itself, must guard 
its reputation the more narrowly, as it is the most efficacious 
means to command the respect of the strong:—that exposed 
to obloquy, that once lost, all is lost. 

I shall not here enquire into the causes whence false views 
of Jews and Judaism originate, but shall content myself with 
mentioning a principal one; one so obvious as not to require 
laboured demonstration. Hitherto, a Gentile desirous of learn- 
ing something of Jewish affairs, followed a policy the very 
reverse of that prescribed by common sense; one, which he 
would not have pursued, had his enquiries been directed to 
some other quarter. He did not go to the Jews themselves to 
hear their views, or consult their opinions; no, he opened the 
volumes of some author, whose works on Jewish affairs had 
acquired notoriety, (because, criticism had not then disclosed their 
errors); putting on, as it were, the spectacles of either an igno- 
rant, a prejudiced, or an inimical author, and thus adopting, 
per saltum, those notions of the past state of Israel,—the inquirer 
imagined the possession of a just insight into the state of that 
people at his own period ! 

The perverseness of this policy, (which, but for the exertions 
of certain influential parties, whose interest it has been to pre- 
vent the Gentile inquirer from knowing the real character of 
the Jewish world, would not have endured so long,) is at length 
recognized by many dispassionate Christians. These, disdain- 
ing to repair any longer to second hand sources, for adulterated 
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articles, address themselves at once to the only fountain whence 
they can obtain the genuine truth, It is the privilege of th. 
Voice of Jacob, in contradistinction to interested and fallacious 
second hand vendors, to lay before the British portion of 


the Gentile world the true state of the Jewish nation, its hopes 


and its fears, its joys and its sorrows :—Ample testimony has al. 
ready been borne to the value of this part of your labours, 

Il. The Anglo-Jewish Press may fairly claim a no less eyyj. 
nent position with regard to the Jewish people in general. 

In this point of view, it has supplied a long existing deficiency ; 


and hence the most beneficial results to the whole help af 


Judaism must arise. This will become more apparent from the 
following remarks.—Chilled by the icy breath of, to say the 
least, an ungenial atmosphere, Israel, contracted as it were within 
itself, lay for centuries in a state of torpor towards the outward 
world—in a manner hybernating, and waiting for a change of 
season to renew its pristine vigour. Let me not, however, be 
misunderstood ; Israel, neither in its external relations nor in 
its domestic economy, has ever been really torpid. On the 
contrary, its ooh have always throbbed ; its vital juices have 
always circulated; but this animation was only perceptible to 
the closer observer.—In this state of hybernation, the functions 
of life of course progressed slowly ; all participation in external 
movements was precluded; and in this state, the desire for a 
rapid and intimate communication was as little felt, as the means 
for supplying it were available. But the rigour of surrounding 
media partially abated; Israel awoke ; and once more in motion, 
all that joyful eagerness, characteristic of renewed life, displayed 
itself in celebration of its resurrection. The wants attending 
on a more vivid existence then manifested themselves. The 
peril of halting in the rear, of being incapable to participate in 
the advantages of progress with the age, became obvious. But, 
on the other hand, the exceptional state of the Jews, and their nu- 
merous peculiarities, did not allow them to employ all the means 
for advancement used by their Gentile neighbours; the less 
so, because those means had assumed a form which, in a great 
measure, rendered them unavailable to Jews. It became there- 
fore necessary, to point out what were legitimate means for 
Jewish advancement, and to give to them a definite shape. 
But a part of the Jews only were effectually aroused from their 
slumbers ; and it was requisite for this portion, to endeavour 
both to remove the obstacles which prevented the re-animation 
of their brethren, and to assist those just awakened ;—if possible, 
warding off those influences which could again plunge them 
into a state so deplorable. Such was the duty imposed by the 
age on a large portion of the European Jews; but it was not 
fully discharged until the Periodical Press engaged in the 
cause. Still, all were not equally alert in pique. this duty. 
The German, and even the French Jews, had a periodical press; 
but none was essed by the English Jews. These, making 
up by respectability what they are deficient in numbers—torm- 
ing one of the most orthodox portions of Israel—looked up t 
by their brethren all over the world, so as recently to take the 
lead in Jewish affairs—directing numerous and important colonial 
congregations, and having the means of influential communica- 
tion all over the globe;—in short, these insular Jews, more 
than any other body, needed a systematic method of intercourse; 
and yet did they stand beyond the pale of regular correspod- 
dence, and without any of the advantages of a periodical press. 
This anomaly could not longer continue without injuring, n° 
only their own interests, but through them, the interests of the 
Jewish nation at large.—Again was it the privilege of the ae 
of Jacob to put an end to this anomaly, by completing “4 chain 
of intercommunication between Jews throughout the world. 
III. I now come to the most delicate part of my a 
pomvng out the relation of the Voice of Jacob, to the Englis 
ews in particular, 
_ The difficulty does not lie in any inherent combinations 0 
intricacies, but in the frailty of the human mind, which but 
seldom views dispassionately the things by which itself 18 
affected ; bewildered, as it were, by objects too close or too pro- 
minent. Periodicals, in so far as they expound principles 
advocate views, have perhaps less effect upon adults than upon 


hase rising generation. The former, having already formed 
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their opinions on most important questions, bring these pre- 
conceived notions to the perusal of the periodical, and testin 
by these the contents of the paper, approve or reject them 
according to their prwcgpance| or dissimilarity to these views. 
The latter, bring to the reading of a paper, minds open to any 
impression, and the views propounded imprint themselves on a 
tabula rasa. Hence it is, that the real influence of the Voice 
of Jacob, (itself still so recent), cannot fully display itself until 
the present rising generation shall have become adults. Yet it 
must be admitted, notwithstanding this, that in several points its 
beneficial influence has already been manifested, and that too 
in a manner which, to an unprejudiced mind, leaves no room for 
wing to a concurrence of circumstances, a number of 
English Jews became involved in a collision between the 
demands of the age, and various liturgical forms of minor 
import ; but they were neither able to trace the exact seat of 
the evil, nor to define its remedy: they knew that something 
was wrong, and that was all. In this state of affairs, various 
expedients were a. Some, denying the existence of 
any disease, would not admit the necessity for a remedy; while 
others proposed, nay, actually began to apply, the most violent 
remedies. It was at that juncture, that the Voice of Jacob 
struggled into existence. Had such a periodical existed, before 
the question of a principle had become that of a party, before 
assion had instilled its poison,—(envenoming even the most 


innocent actions of the counter party, to the senses of its oppo- 


nents)—in all probability, the dissensions now so deeply 
lamented would not have taken place ; for the periodical would 
have proved a safety valve, preventing explosion; would have 
given the two parties an opportunity of propounding their 
views, of discussing and testing them; and would have originated 
a powerful middle party, restraining the extremes from the 
pernicious results of dissension, which, like a fire, destroys even 
the shelter of him who kindles it. But this auspicious period 
being unhappily passed, the Voice of Jacob could aspire to nothing 
more than to confine the extreme parties to as small a number as 
possible, to neutralize their mischievous acts, to combat their 


- erroneous aI and to prepare the way for a re-fusion of the 


separated elements on safe principles.—Such, Sir, appears to 
me, to have been the line of conduct you proposed to yourself. 
To steer a middle course amidst these conflicting currents— 
to keep clear of Scylla without approaching Charybdis, was 
indeed no easy task. Whether the /oice of Jacob has steered 
this course, may very fairly be judged from the discontent of 
both the extreme parties, whose dissatisfaction is, to my mind, the 
best testimony to its honesty and efficacy. And that this middle 
course has really produced the desired result will, I think, 
not be denied by any one who has paid attention to the affairs 
of the English Jews for the last two years. When secession 
first sprang up, orthodox Judaism was not without apprehension, 
The contagion spread far and wide ; not only in London and the 
provinces, but also in the colonies: in some places, indeed, vigo- 
rous measures were already taken to introduce secession prin- 
ciples. These principles, as then professed by some of the leaders, 
were of a nature to subvert Judaism. It was not a difference 
of opinion on minor points; the most essential parts of our 
religion were affected, and the views taken, if consistently 
carried out, would necessarily have placed those entertaining 
them altogether without the pale of Judaism. Now, after a 
lapse of two years, (the Voice of Jacob has existed for just 
that period,) nothing is heard of secession, either in the Be 
Vvinces or in the colonies; nay, many who once acknowledged 
their sym athy with the seceders, now frankly confess their 
errors, and admit that the disclosures and the reasonings of the 
Press have been the means of restraining them from schism. 
cession, which so proudly reared its crest in London, has 
en confined to its original abettors. The charm of novelty 
passed, and no further apprehension as to its spread need 
entertained. The principles of the seceders have not been 
carried out into practice ; or else they have, in practice, lost 
much of their theoretic force; and the most violent of the 
leaders have altogether lost their influence. 
hese are facts that must very obviously present themselves 
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to every beholder. To what influence can they be ascribed, 
if not to the Voice of Jacob ?—Having now shown the rela- 
tion of that periodical to thé English Jews, I conclude with the 
hope, that its importance may continue to be more and more 
recognised by those for whose highest interests it has been 
called into existence; and that it may at length meet with a 
degree of support commensurate with its importance, so to 
be enabled to discharge all the duties devolving on a National 
Jewish Press. 
I am, Mr. Editor, Your obliged well-wisher. 
OBSERVER. 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION NSM "5 
DEUT. XXVI. 1, to XXIX. 9. 


It lies in the constitution of man, to seek pleasant and to 
avoid on. bp gt sensations ; hence it is that we shun both the 
sight and the recollection of things connected with painful 
ideas. But, even as the physician, in order to restore health 
to the diseased, must administer medicines the most offensive 
to our senses, so must also the spiritual mediciner occasionally 
present to the mind objects, the contemplation of which is 
indeed painful, although salutary. ‘This, as a preliminary re- 
mark, will explain our selection, for the subject-matter of our 
reflections on this occasion, of certain passages in the portion 
for the week, the perusal of which must have the most thrilling 
effect upon the reader, and the import of which must cut the 
believer to the very quick, while their literal fulfilment must 
overspread the mind of the Israelite with the most gloomy 
clouds; we mean the mnayn, or denunciatory passages of the 
section. We shall not now sum up all the heinous offences of 
the Israelites against God, by which they drew upon themselves 
the fearful punishment threatened in this chapter, for this 
would be tantamount to a recapitulation of our national history. 
We propose rather to dwell on a single passage, the contents 
of which are so forcibly obtruded upon us by recent events, 
It is the following :— 

And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole 
of thy feet find rest: but the Lord shall give thee there a trembling heart, 
and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind. And thy life shall hang in doubt 
before thee, and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none 
assurance of thy life. In the morning thou shalt say would God it were 
even! and at even thou shalt say would God it were morning! for the 
fear of thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine 
eyes which thou shalt see. (Deut. xxviii. 65-68.) 

The progress of civilization and enlightenment in Europe, 
and still more, a concatenation of eventful circumstances during 
the last two centuries, had more or less loosened the shackles 
of Israel ;—nay, the French revolution, preceded, attended, and 
followed by a not less remarkable revolution in the views of 
Europe, had indeed, in some countries, served to throw off 
these shackles altogether. The Jews had begun to breathe 
more freely: no longer exposed to the spoliations of a mob, or 
to the exactions of tyrannical princes, they were allowed to 
enjoy the fruits of their labours, But, far from wa been 
corrected by the chastisement of thousands of years, hardly 
had the scourge began to fall with diminished violence, than, 
as in times of old, ynwy wor ---- pe jown (Deut. 
xxxii. 15,) Israel once more forsook his Maker, mistook 
temporary relief for a permanent settlement, and ease for 
security :—in short, he regarded the interval of rest conceded to 
him by Providence in order to recruit his energies for the 
maintenance of his exertions, as the end of his vocation !—the 
influence and station vouchsafed to him, as a means for the 
promotion of his mission, as the aim and purpose of it! Seeking 
to enjoy in peace the boon within his reach, he became willing 
altogether to be identified with the nation among which provi- 
dence had assigned his temporary lot,—even with reference to 
those interests which separate him wholly from the Gentile 
world! The Jews of Germany, France, England, &c., striving 
hard to become nothing more than Germans, Frenchmen, 
Englishmen, &c., were loosening the sacred bonds of a brother- 
hood, which none dare to disunite; or even to weaken, so long 
as its purposes have not been fulfilled, or so long as he bears 


}the name of Israel. The same evil, called for the same remedy 
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as of old: Sy stm ppp apy wpa (Jacob 


sought to settle in peace; and then came upon him the 
inquietude concerning Joseph.—Medrash.) A series of incon- 
veniences and annoyances arose, which powerfully reminded 
the Jewish people that the sins of their ancestors had not yet 
been expiated, but that to those of their progenitors they had 
added still more. 

Need we apply all this to the present moment ?—The cries 
at Damascus Love scarcely ceased to rend the air, and the 
Jewish world is again agitated by the no less barbarous and 
unjust decrees recently issued in Russia and Italy. Scenes, 
such as under Torquemada, as under Ferdinand and Isabella, 
are again about to contaminate history, and to fix the brand of 
shame upon an age, vaunting superiority and enlightenment! 
Must we not, on witnessing occurrences in which the believer 
so clearly traces the qeirilies of divine justice, exclaim— 
xin pmds pays “ this is the finger of God.” Yes, the sole of 
our foot has not yet found that rest promised by the ‘eh 
for the time yet to come :—-still are millions of our brethren 
condemned in ‘‘ trembling of heart, and failing of bo and 
sorrow of mind,” crying ‘“‘ in the morning, would God it were 
even, and at even, would God it were morning!” And if we 
see the prediction, thus fearfully, thus strikingly verified with 
regard to those who now suffer,—is the denunciation less ter- 
ribly accomplished, in that apparent indifference to the thrilling 
recital of the misery of millions of their brethren, which charac- 
terizes those who are yet beyond the power of the iron hand ? 
What, but this judgment upon us, could account for the silence 
of those, who at least could raise a cry of indignation, could at 
least awaken the sympathies of humanity, and obtain the protest 
of philanthropists and of believing men, against the torture 
of suffering innocence—the persecution of His chosen people! 

Yes, let us confess it; we are indeed stricken with that fear of 
heart and that failing of eyes, else were we not so deaf to the 
— of our kindred—so blind to our interests and our 

uties. 

Yet, now as always, the God who hath smitten us with such 
esa | of heart, can also remove it. Let us then pray, 
devoutedly pray, to Him, who in that case hath promised to 
remember us, and to take away the heart of stone from within 
us—let us pray that He may put an end to the sufferings of 
Israel. Let us repent, humbly repent, of that chief sin of the 
Israelite in modern times,—the disposition to separate himself 
and his fate from that of the whole community of his people ;— 
and the devotion to ease and sensual enjoyment, which such a 
state of isolation necessarily involves. And let those who, 
meanwhile, have nothing more effective to offer to their suffer- 
ing brethren, at least beseech the God of their fathers, to give 
them strength of mind to bear up with fortitude’ against their 
misfortunes,—so that the name of the Lord may be sancti- 
fied throughout the earth ! 


THE OPPRESSIONS IN ROME, RUSSIA, &e. 


In the Morning Herald of the 31st ult., a friend of ours has 
addressed to the Christian world, under the signature of Philo 
Judaicus, some very pertinent and useful remarks on the 
manner in which the prevailing sympathy in our favour might, 
in the present emergency, be directed to a practical and useful 
bearing.* It is no longer to be doubted, for we are constantly 
receiving evidence of the fact, that the desire to aid the Jews 
prevails extensively, both on philanthropic and on religious 
grounds; and that it is only the neglect of our own people to 
step forth boldly and say how and where their national 
interests may be served and defended, which leaves room for 
the compromise of those interests through the misdirected zeal 
of the unreflecting, or still worse, for the diversion of their 
activity to channels which the interested and fanatic pretend 
are for the welfare of Israel!—but which, on behalf of Israel 
we call God to witness, are a curse and not a blessing. 

_ They who are merely mistaken, and whose zeal, though 
honest, is so misapplied as to harass and compromise us— 


_ @ There had been another warm and friendly appeal in the same journal, 
by E. H. L., to which the Editor had as warmly responded. 
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especially in Palestine—are referred to the fearful lesson to },, 
gleaned from the Eastern correspondence of the daily journal, 
vide Chronicle and Standard of 5th Sept.) The Nestorian or 
haldean Christians, simultaneously attacked for “ conversion» 
by the High Church of England, the Presbyterian of Americ, 
and the Roman Catholic of France, have been, by these eo,’ 
flicting parties, so compromised with the Turkish government 
that its vengeance has been evoked—pillage and devastatioy, 
have been carried into their country, and the most horrid 
cruelties have been perpetrated, even upon the principal people 
and their relations. Let it not be supposed that we are 
assuming all this misery and injustice to have been a conse- 
quence of attempts to convert those unfortunates ;—the Christian _ 
agent of the Morning Chronicle, an authority on such a subject _ 
above all suspicion, accompanies his painful details with the 
enquiry :— 
“Are the quarrels of our Church to be transferred even into the East, 
to our own dishonour, and to the destruction of the peace and happiness 


of men, who have hitherto been unacquainted with schism, and ignorant 
of religious rancour and intolerance ?”’ 


That consequences scarcely less fearful may result to our 
own unprotected brethren in Palestine, is to be seriously appre- 
hended, not only from the degree of analogy which exists 
between their case and that of the Nestorians,* but because 
there have already been outbreaks of the Moslem — 
against the ‘‘ Medical Missionary” of the Anglican bishoprick 
on the one hand, and against the French consul on the other. 
It is true we do not learn these, and similar unfavorable inci- 
dents from the organ of the missionaries ; but in that very sup- 
pression lies no little share of the danger; and this brings us 
to a consideration of those whose intermeddling with Israel is 
their direct source of pectniary maintenance, and, as being to 
some extent ‘‘ unscrupulous,” to an equal degree fatal to the 
welfare of our people. 

It will scarcely be denied, that the truth, the whole truth, is 
the only legitimate staple for ‘‘ Intelligence,’”’ when the reporters 
are the stewards of many thousand pounds per annum. But 
of what is made up the September number of the (so called) 
“Jewish Intelligence of the Society for Promoting, &c.” ?— 
The most eventful ‘ Jewish” concerns of the day are—the 
Russian ukase, for expatriating half a million of Jews ;—the 
bigoted decree of the Roman Inquisition of Ancona,—and per- 
haps, also, the sensation among the ranks of their own sup- 
porters, consequent on our own unvyarnished statements, and 
appeals to English common sense. To neither of the two 
former is the slightest allusion made, direct or indirect ;—these 
pretended ‘friends of God’s people” have not a sigh of sym- 
pathy, a word of deprecation, of appeal, or even of reference ; 
although the very same secular journals from which they are _ 
accustomed to make extracts, have been impelled to protest In 
the name of humanity against the cruelty of the Inquisition. 

Of the eamest remonstrances of this journal against the 
general policy of the London Society, we observe no further 
notice than what may be gleaned from this expressive fact,— 
their leading article for the present month is a piteous plea for 
the Society against the rapidly spreading conviction that,—the 
restoration of Israel must necessarily precede that uniformity of 
religious belief which the scriptures foreteli. This is not the 
place for a critical examination of the lame attempt to shew, 
that a support of this Society is the on/y way to bring about the 
realization of prophetic promise !—And it is for such chimer! 
and self-seeking objectst that the press of this powerful Society 
is employed, instead of striving to raise up helpers for our suf- 
fering brethren in the hour of their urgent need !—May G 
forgive them this treachery ! 


* “The Free Church of Scotland” has also its rival missionaries every 
where; especially in the Holy Land. ber 
t+ All disguise is at last dropped, and he is thus called in the last num 
of the Jewish Intelligence.” Bishopas 

. Our own Protestant Mission wears a sinister aspect. The Bishols 
an honest simple minded man ; but several travellers and residents, ee ety 
report I place confidence, (one of them a clergyman of distinguishe¢ Pi" 
learning, and knowledge of the world) characterize the mission gene ther 
as @ speculation of a knot of cunning German Jews; and illustrative © 


of the generosity than of the prudence of the English public.” —Da 
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We hear that some truer friends of Israel are seeking to 
enlist others with them, in order to tender to us their united 
aid, for working out the improvement of the social and moral 
condition of our brethren wherever they are oppressed ; such 
aid to be auxiliary to our own efforts for those ends, and subject 
to Jewish direction ;—in repudiation of all apostatizing designs 
soever. It is perhaps somewhat premature to make this allu- 
sion, but we are told that these zealous friends have 
“ encountered hesitation in high quarters, expressly, because certain 

rominent Jews have not taken the initiative, and shewn a disposition to 
invite or employ for acceptable service, that prevailing and active sympathy 
for the Jewish people, which only in default of such disposition, is ranged 
on the side of those insidious and treacherous pretenders—the Conver- 
sionists.”” 

The dissertation received for this present number of our 
paper, complains bitterly of our national apathy towards the 
sufferings of our kindred. Would that a better defence were 
in our power! We are totally unconscious that even the Russian 
calamity, (shewn in another column to be far more grievous 
than the Roman one, notwithstanding that the latter has excited 
more attention) has at all been formally under the deliberation 
of any constituted body of English Jews; and though we are 
assured that the private efforts of benevolent and well esteemed 
members of our faith, have been endeavouring to procure an 
amelioration of the Roman edict, we are nevertheless not 
authorised to make any definite communication to that effect, 
in reply to the anxious inquiries which reach us. We close 
with the following strong expression of opinion, by an occasional 
contributor to our columns. 

“The Conversion Society is rampant, only because the whole 
argosy of Gentile love for Israel is abandoned to the false 
lights which that Society sets up.—Will it not prove a grievous 
aggravation in the hour of our own trial, to reflect that the 
distant buttresses against the aggressions of the Roman and the 
Greek churches were demolished, without even our audible 
murmur ?” 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Our Spiritual Guidance.—A principal officer of the Great 
Synagogue, invokes our remonstrance against the tardiness 
which characterizes the movements of his own, the leading 
community, (now strengthened too by the unhampered con- 
currence of the rest,) in the business of filling the rabbinical 
chair. We are indeed at a loss to find an adequate cause for 
delay in that assigned,—the heavy duties of the vestry, pre- 
paratory to the approaching ‘holidays. By way, however, of 
answering his appeal to us, we reluctantly give the following 
proof of how every day’s delay is complicating the question, 
and affording opportunity for misrule. 

Our No. 53, contained, under the title ‘*‘ Memorialists and 
Counter-Memorialists,”’ a few words of well intentioned expos- 
tulation against a threatened movement, on the part of some 
Over zealous parties, calculated to sow mistrust, and engender 
party feeling. Our views on the subject, had been candidly 
and courteously explained to various delegates from the ‘ So- 
ciety for preserving,* &c.’’ and, as we had hoped, with some 
effect. It is with extreme regret, however, that we find a 
meeting adopt a memorial, which,—though our reasoning has 
produced a change in its prayer, so as to render it at least con- 
Stitutional, and therefore now receivable,—does nevertheless 
make a declaration, which, if unmodified, goes so far as to deny 
all power to 

edrin! Might it not be proved heterodox and presump- 
tuous in a lay meeting, so constituted and so assembled, to 
make a declaration of what is the exact bearing of those laws, 
which it is the very office of the legal functionary to define and 
apply? In so far as the principle is concerned, was the 
assumption of the seceders much worse? After our ae 
protest against ‘* piecemeal and sectional legislation,” (repeate 
in No, 52. p. 210.) we can scarcely fancy any reasonable man 
would charge us with holding anti-conservative views; and 
therefore, with the less hesitation, do we justify those orthodox 


* Vide an account of it, in No. 52. 


Guidance, even exercised by 
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Jews who have refused to commit themselves to the untenable 
propositions of this memorial: and we are content to bear all the 
odium of having caused their absence from the second meeting, 
and also the withholding from the society of their support. It 
appears to have been considered fair, to augur the real designs 
of the original memorialists, from those presumed to actuate 
their most prominent member, the chairman ;—if we may also re- 
solve the principles of the ‘* Society for preserving, &c.,” from 
those recently professed by its president,® (the necessity 
of belief even in the Haggadahs ; and the assumption that the 
whole of our present prayer book, was made obligatory by 
Ezra’s Sanhedrin ') we shall find them as far in excess on 
one side, as some professing “ liberals” are on the other; and 
the main body may even profit by the counteracting forces of 
both extremes, until a powerful government have been secured, 
able to restrain their erratic londanelia. 

The reporter of the proceedings of this very extraordinary 
meeting, (we do not condescend to notice the fanfaronade of 
its speaker, par eminence,) charges us with the offence of being 
absent therefrom, although urgently invited to attend. It 
would only have been fair to state, that we had explained our 


‘inability to attend, unless the meeting were made so far an open 


one as to admit discussion; but that the object was avowed to 
us to be a prevention of discussion,—so stamping the character 
of the meeting as a packed and private one. In regard to the 
importance of the affair, though we have no desire to disparage 
the religious zeal of even the humblest present, we could not 
think the mere ambition (in a speaker's oF to find through our 
columns *‘ an echo on the continent, in America—nay, at the 
very antipodes,” a sufficient claim either upon our space, or on 
our previously engaged time ;—the less so, because those whom 
it was desired to propitiate with the results of this meeting, are 
known to be unfavorable toa public organ, and indisposed to the 
spread of general intelligence. Although we find that some of 
the principal speakers at the first (‘‘ open’) meeting, were absent 
from this, we see that two members of the Great Synagogue 
vestry attended to give in their adherence! In the speech of 
one of these gentlemen, we find a clap-trap attempt to represent 
us as inimical to the independence of the class he was then 
addressing! We take leave to call this unworthy, and not 
justifiable from anything that we have ever done or written. 
Many of those present could have borne testimony to the ready . 
courtesy with which they had been received at our office; we 
were at first asked merely for leave to advertize ;—we volunteered 
to shew them and their supporters, that a more useful, a more 
legitimate object for their proposed ‘“ agitation,” would be an 
expediting of the too languid progress towards the re-constitu- 
tion of our spiritual guidance :—an onward movement in favour 
of good government, instead of a petty diversion in embarrass- 
ment of it. We discovered that the real ground of grievance 
was that—the general body of rate payers to the Great Syna- 
gogue have little, if any, controul over their closely constituted 
Erenee body ; and that the election of a Chief Rabbi might 
ie altogether in the hands of parties whose religious views 
are said to be unsafe. Thus were we informed ; and as friends | 
of impartial government, we avowed our willingness to lend aid 
in contending for popular rights, on the broad ss And 
therefore, also, do we venture to warn all well meaning men, 
whose fears have been acted upon by exaggerations, that the 

do not permit their real interests, and those of the cause which 
they wish after all to serve, to be betrayed by any demagogue 
soever, into the position professed to be savtehenligdaihen of 
‘‘ tools’ for warped ends. ‘The so trumpeted “ pride of our 
community,’’ whom our commentaries appear to have drawn 
from the back ground, have much to answer for, in those errors 
of omission and commission which have made up the staple 
of existing difficulties; and it is even for the sake of them and 
theirs, that we are anxious for the immediate election of an inde- 


* We take the opportunity to acknowledge the obligation conferred in 
this person’s declaration, that the Anglo-Jewish Press does not represent 
him; and we beg that it may be understood of his former principles and 
practice, as well as of his more recent professions.—His vituperation is 
infinitely less offensive than his fulsome praise of our journal, on the recent 
occasion. . 
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sought to settle in peace; and then came upon him the 
inquietude concerning J oseph.—Medrash.) A series of incon- 
veniences and annoyances arose, which atenoste | reminded 
the Jewish people that the sins of their ancestors had not yet 
been expiated, but that to those of their progenitors they had 
added still more. 

Need we apply all this to the present moment ?—The cries 
at Damascus have scarcely ceased to rend the air, and the 
Jewish world is again agitated by the no less barbarous and 
unjust decrees recently issued in Russia and Italy. Scenes, 
such as under Torquemada, as under Ferdinand and Isabella, 
are again about to contaminate history, and to fix the brand of 
shame upon an age, vaunting superiority and enlightenment ! 
Must we not, on witnessing occurrences in which the believer 
so clearly traces the oieies of divine justice, exclaim— 
xin pnd pays “ this is the finger of God.” Yes, the sole of 
our foot has not yet found that rest promised by the sox oo 
for the time yet to come :—still are millions of our brethren 
condemned in ‘‘ trembling of heart, and failing of ~ bon and 
sorrow of mind,’ crying ‘‘ in the morning, would God it were 
even, and at even, would God it were morning!” And if we 
see the prediction, thus fearfully, thus strikingly verified with 
regard to those who now suffer,—is the denunciation less ter- 
ribly accomplished, in that apparent indifference to the thrilling 
recital of the misery of millions of their brethren, which charac- 
terizes those who are yet beyond the power of the iron hand ? 
What, but this judgment upon us, could account for the silence 
of those, who at least could raise a cry of indignation, could at 
least awaken the sympathies of humanity, and obtain the protest 
of philanthropists and of believing men, against the torture 
of suffering innocence—the persecution of His chosen people! 

Yes, let us confess it; we are indeed stricken with that fear of 
heart and that failing of eyes, else were we not so deaf to the 
— of our kindred—so blind to our interests and our 

uties, 

Yet, now as always, the God who hath smitten us with such 
trembling of heart, can also remove it. Let us then pray, 
devoutedly pray, to Him, who in that case hath promised to 
remember us, and to take away the heart of stone from within 
us—let us pray that He may put an end to the sufferings of 
Israel. Let us repent, humbly repent, of that chief sin of the 
Israelite in modern times,—the disposition to separate himself 
and his fate from that of the whole community of his people ;— 
_ and the devotion to ease and sensual enjoyment, which such a 
state of isolation necessarily involves. And let those who, 
meanwhile, have nothing more effective to offer to their suffer- 
ing brethren, at least beseech the God of their fathers, to give 
them strength of mind to bear up with fortitude* against their 
misfortunes,—so that the name of the Lord may be sancti- 
fied throughout the earth! 


THE OPPRESSIONS IN ROME, RUSSIA, &e. 


In the Morning Herald of the 31st ult., a friend of ours has 
addressed to the Christian world, under the signature of Philo 
. Judaicus, some very pertinent and useful remarks on the 
manner in which the prevailing sympathy in our favour might, 
in the present emergency, be Tvcsiad to a practical and useful 
bearing.* It is no longer to be doubted, for we are constantly 
receiving evidence of the fact, that the desire to aid the Jews 
prevails extensively, both on philanthropic and on religious 
grounds; and that it is only the neglect of our own people to 
step forth boldly and say how and where their national 
interests may be served and defended, which leaves room for 
the compromise of those interests through the misdirected zeal 
of the unreflecting, or still worse, for the diversion of their 
activity mto channels which the interested and fanatic pretend 
are for the welfure of Israel!—but which, on behalf of Israel 
we call God to witness, are a curse and not a blessing. 

They who are merely mistaken, and whose zeal, though 
honest, is so misapplied as to harass and compromise us— 


¢@ There had been another warm and friendly appeal in the same journal, 
by E. H. L., to which the Editor had as warmly responded. 
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especially in Palestine—are referred to the fearful lesson to jy 
gleaned from the Eastern correspondence of the daily journals 
vide Chronicle and Standard of 5th Sept.) The Nestorian o; 

haldean Christians, simultaneously attacked for “* conversion” 
by the High Church of England, the Presbyterian of America 
and the Roman Catholic of France, have been, by these con. 
flicting parties, so compromised with the Turkish government, 
that its vengeance has been evoked—pillage and devastation 
have been carried into their country, and the most horrid 
cruelties have been perpetrated, even upon the principal people 
and their relations. Let it not be supposed that we are 
assuming all this misery and injustice to have been a conse. 
quence of attempts to convert those unfortunates ;—the Christian 
agent of the Morning Chronicle, an authority on such a subject 
above all suspicion, accompanies his painful details with the 
enquiry :— 

“Are the quarrels of our Church to be transferred even into the East, 
to our own dishonour, and to the destruction of the peace and happiness 


of men, who have hitherto been unacquainted with schism, and ignorant 
of religious rancour and intolerance ?”’ 


That consequences scarcely less fearful may result to our 
own unprotected brethren in Palestine, is to be seriously appre- 
hended, not only from the degree of analogy which exists — 
between their case and that of the Nestorians,* but because 
there have already been outbreaks of the Moslem ch waseen 
against the ‘* Medical Missionary}” of the Anglican bishoprick 
on the one hand, and against the French consul on the other, 
It is true we do not learn these, and similar unfavorable inci- 
dents from the organ of the missionaries ; but in that very sup- 
pression lies no little share of the danger; and this brings us 
to a consideration of those whose intermeddling with Israel is 
their direct source of pecuniary maintenance, and, as being to 
some extent “ unscrupulous,” to an equal degree fatal to the 
welfare of our people. 

It will scarcely be denied, that the truth, the whole truth, is 
the only legitimate staple for ‘‘ Intelligence,’ when the reporters 
are the stewards of many thousand pounds per annum. But 
of what is made up the September number of the (so called) 
‘Jewish Intelligence of the Society for Promoting, &c,” ?— 
The most eventful ‘‘ Jewish’ concerns of the day are—the 
Russian ukase, for expatriating half a million of Jews;—the 
bigoted decree of the Roman Inquisition of Ancona,—and per- 
haps, also, the sensation among the ranks of their own sup- 
porters, consequent on our own unvarnished statements, and 
appeals to English common sense. To neither of the two 
former is the slightest allusion made, direct or indirect ;—these 
pretended ‘friends of God’s people” have not a sigh of sym- 
pathy, a word of deprecation, of appeal, or even of reference ; 
although the very same secular journals from which they are 
accustomed to make extracts, have been impelled to protest In 
the name of humanity against the cruelty of the Inquisition. 

Of the earnest remonstrances of this journal against the 
general policy of the London Society, we observe no further 
notice than what may be gleaned from this expressive tact,— 
their leading article for the resent month is a piteous plea for 
the Society against the rapidly spreading conviction that,—the 
restoration of Israel must necessarily precede that uniformity of 
religious belief which the scriptures foreteli. This is not the 
place for a critical examination of the lame attempt to shew, 
that a support of this Society is the only way to bring about the 
realization of prophetic promise !—And it is for such chimerical 
and self-seeking objectst that the press of this powerful Society 
is employed, instead of striving to raise up helpers for our suf- 
fering brethren in the hour of their urgent need !—May G 
forgive them this treachery ! 


* “The Free Church of Scotland” has also its rival missionaries every 
where; especially in the Holy Land. 

t+ All disguise is at last dropped, and he is thus called in the last number 
of the Jewish Intelligence.” 

a Our own Protestant Mission wears a sinister aspect. The Bishop as 
an honest simple minded man ; but several travellers and residents, 10 whose 
report I place confidence, (one of them a clergyman of distinguished mr 
learning, and knowledge of the world) characterize the mission pone” 
a8 @ speculation of a knot of canning German Jews; and illustrative rat 


| of the generosity than of the prudence of the English public.” —Damas™ 
| Correspondent of the Times, 6th September. : 
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We hear that some truer friends of Israel are seeking to 
enlist others with them, in order to tender to us their united 
aid, for working out the improvement of the social and moral 
condition of our brethren wherever they are oppressed; such 
aid to be auxiliary to our own efforts for those ends, and subject 
to Jewish direction ;—in repudiation of all apostatizing designs 
soever. It is perhaps somewhat premature to make this allu- 
sion, but we are told that these zealous friends have 
« encountered hesitation in high quarters, expressly, because certain 


rominent Jews have not taken the initiative, and shewn a disposition to 
invite or employ for acceptable service, that prevailing and active sympathy 


for the Jewish people, which only in default of such disposition, is ranged 


on the side of those insidious and treacherous pretenders—the Conver- 
sionists.”” 

The dissertation received for this present number of our 
paper, complains bitterly of our national apathy towards the 
sufferings of our kindred. Would that a better defence were 
in our power! We are totally unconscious that even the Russian 
calamity, (shewn in another column to be far more grievous 
than the Roman one, notwithstanding that the latter has excited 
more attention) has at all been formally under the deliberation 
of any constituted body of English Jews; and though we are 
assured that the private efforts of benevolent and well esteemed 
members of our faith, have been endeavouring to procure an 
amelioration of the Roman edict, we are nevertheless not 
authorised to make any definite communication to that effect, 
in reply to the anxious inquiries which reach us. We close 
with the following strong expression of opinion, by an occasional 
contributor to our columns. 

“The Conversion Society is rampant, only because the whole 
argosy of Gentile love for Israel is abandoned to the false 
lights which that Society sets up.—Will it not prove a grievous 
aggravation in the hour of our own trial, to reflect that the 
distant buttresses against the aggressions of the Roman and the 
Greek churches were demolished, without even our audible 
murmur ?” 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Our Spiritual Guidance.—A principal officer of the Great 
Synagogue, invokes our. remonstrance against the tardiness 
which characterizes the movemerts of his own, the leading 
community, (now strengthened too by the unhampered con- 
currence of the rest,) in the business of filling the rabbinical 
chair. We are indeed at a loss to find an adequate cause for 
delay in that assigned,—the heavy duties of the vestry, pre- 
paratory to the approaching ‘holidays. By way, however, of 
answering his appeal to us, we reluctantly give the following 
proof of how every day’s delay is complicating the question, 
and affording opportunity for misrule. . 

Our No. 53, contained, under the title ‘‘ Memorialists and 
Counter-Memorialists,” a few words of well intentioned expos- 
tulation against a threatened movement, on the part of. some 
over zealous parties, calculated to sow mistrust, and engender 
party feeling. Our views:on the subject, had been candidly 
and courteously explained to various delegates from the ‘ So- 
ciety for preserving,* &c.”’ and, as we had hoped, with some 
effect. It is with extreme regret, however, that we find a 
meeting adopt a memorial, which,—though our reasoning has 
produced a change in its prayer, so as to render it at least con- 
stitutional, and therefore now receivable,—does nevertheless 
make a declaration, which, if unmodified, goes so far as to deny 
all poe to Guidance, even though exercised by a 
San edrin! Might it not be proved Herre, 10 and presump- 
tuous in a lay meeting, so constituted and so assembled, to 
make a declaration of what is the exact bearing of those laws, 
which it is the very office of the legal functionary to define and 
apply? In so far as the principle is concerned, was the 


&8sumption of the seceders much worse? After our 


Bigs gainst ‘* piecemeal and sectional legislation,” (repeate 
fn No. 52, p. 210.) we can scarcely fancy any reasonable man 


Would charge us with holding anti-conservative v:ews; and 
erefore, with the less hesitation, do we justify those orthodox 


* ‘Vide an account of it, in No. 52. 
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Jews who have refused to commit themselves to the untenable 
propositions of this memorial: and we are content to bear all the 
odium of having caused their absence from the second meeting, 
and also the withholding from the society of their support. It 
appears to have been considered fair, to augur the real designs 
of the original memorialists, from those presumed to actuate 
their most prominent member, the chairman ;—if we may also re- 
solve the principles of the “ Society for preserving, &c.,” from 
those recently professed by its srealtaat (the; necessity 
of belief even in the Haggadahs ; and the assumption that the 
whole of our present prayer book, was made obligatory by 
Ezra’s Rethicleia ') we shall find them as far in excess on 
one side, as some professing ‘ liberals” are on the other; and 
the main body may even profit by the counteracting forces of 
both extremes, until a powerful government have been secured, 
able to restrain their erratic 
The reporter of the proceedings of this very extraordinary 
meeting, (we do not condescend to notice the fanfaronade of 
its speaker, pur eminence,) charges us with the offence of being 
absent therefrom, although urgently invited to attend. It 
would only have been fair to state, that we had explained our 
inability to attend, unless the meeting were made so far an open 
one as to admit discussion; but that the object was avowed to 


| us to be a prevention of discussion,—so stamping the character 


of the meeting as a packed and private one. In regard to the 
importance of the affair, though we have no desire to disparage 
the religious zeal of even the humblest present, we could not 
think the mere ambition (in a speaker's woe) to find through our 
columns “f an echo on the continent, in America—nay, at the 
very antipodes,” a sufficient claim either upon our space, or on 
our previously engaged time ;—the less so, because those whom. 
it was desired to propitiate with the results of this meeting, are 
known to be unfavorable to a public organ, and indisposed to the 
«gre of general intelligence. Although we find that some of 
the principal speakers at the first (‘‘ open’’) meeting, were absent 
from this, we see that two members of the Great Synagogue 
vestry attended to give in their adherence! In the speech of 
one of these gentlemen, we find a clap-trap attempt to represent 
us as inimical to the independence of the class he was then 
addressing! We take leave to call this unworthy, and not 
justifiable from anything that we have ever done or written. 
Many of those present could have borne testimony to the ready 
courtesy with which they had been received at our office; we 
were at first asked merely for leave to advertize ;—we volunteered 
to shew them and their supporters, that a more useful, a more 
legitimate object for their proposed ‘ agitation,” would be an 
expediting of .the too languid progress. towards the re-constitu- 
tion of our spiritual guidance :—an onward movement in favour 
of good government, instead of a petty diversion in embarrass- 
ment of it. .We discovered that the real ground of grievance | 
was that—the general body of rate payers to the Great Syna- 

gogue have little, if any, controul over their closely. constituted 

governing body ; and that the election of a.Chief Rabbi might 

lie altogether in the hands of parties whose religious views 

are said to be unsafe. Thus were we informed ; and as friends_ 
of impartial government, we avowed our willingness to lend aid ° 
in contending for popular rights, on the broad * got com And 
therefore, also, do we venture to warn all well meaning men, | 
whose fears have been acted upon by exaggerations, that they 
do not permit their real interests, and those of the cause which 
they wish after all to serve, to be betrayed by any demagogue 
soever, into the position professed to be abichendowillial of 
*‘ tools’ for warped ends. ‘The so trumpeted “ pride of our 
community,’’ whom our commentaries appear to have drawn 
from the back ground, have much to answer for, in those errors 
of omission and commission which have made up the staple 
of existing difficulties; and it is even for the sake of them and 
theirs, that we are anxious for the immediate election of an inde- 


* We take the opportunity to acknowledge the obligation conferred in 
this person’s declaration, that the Anglo-Jewish Press does not represent 
him; and we beg that it may be understood of his former principles and 

ractice, as well as of his more recent professions.—His vituperation is 
infinitely less offensive than his fulsome praise of our journal, on the recent 
occasion. 
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cm and unfettered, as well as a pious and orthodox Chief 
abbi:—one who shall be their spiritual guide, and not they 


We thank our correspondents for the warmth of feeling with which 
they propose to justify us against “‘mere Mitcheliites ;”’ but while we could 
scarcely expect to make certain of the party look equally ridiculous, as the 
leaving them a full swing enables them to make themselves; we are still 
indisposed to favour the slur upon the body of these people, who, though 
drawn in upder excitement, will perhaps see the truth by and by. 


Schism” and “ Dissentions among the Jews.’”’—The fore- 
going observations had been already in type, when ‘“ com- 


municated ”’ articles thus headed, in the daily journals of Tues- | 
day last, met our eye. The forbearance in our treatment of | 
these gentry has been thrown away. Their attempt to turn a_ 


penny by an inflated pamphlet, might have been ye by, for 
we find that the bulk of respectable Jews, of all classes, had 
not even heard of it; but when these hunters after notoriety, at 
any cost to the interests of Judaism, force their extravagancies 
into the daily journals,—we feel ourselves reluctantly com- 
pelled to declare that this so-called ‘‘ schism” is the original 
movement of an ignorant knot of bigoted nobodies, dating 
from a public house in Duke’s Place—We, the Jews, §c., 
(even as the three tailors of Tooley Street, wrote—We, the 
people of England.) It is not denied, that their imsensate 
ery of ** the Religion in danger,” may have obtained the sig- 
natures of hundreds of unenquiring men, whose abstract zeal 
and honest piety are not the less, because of their humble social 
position; but they were deceived by misrepresentations at a 
packed meeting, from which discussion was avowedly excluded ; 
and, as for the few whose position and opportunities ought to 
have taught them better, it is perhaps well, they should so ar 
early discover that the mob is a spirit more easily invoked, 
than either ruled or exorcised.—Will the Committee of the 
Great Synagogue loiter now, in the reconstitution of our Spiri- 
tual guidance ? 

The ancient Synagogue of the Sephardim, in Bevis Marks, 
is to be re-consecrated, after having been for many months 
closed, and undergoing a thorough repair, on Friday Evening 
next, at the hour of Sabbath, 4 past 5. The admission of 
strangers, as we hear, is to be regulated by tickets. There will 


doubtless be a very large attendance at this interesting cere- | 


mony, for which the choir is to be augmented by assistants 
from the other synagogues. It is the oldest structure of the 
kind in London; having been erected in a. Mm. 5461 (1701), 
and is most substantially built. The present appearance is 
altogether less heavy than before; the new painting being of 
a lighter and unusually varied character; the architectural 
proportions are now seen to great advantage. 


Col. Stoddart and Capt. Conolly.—Our pen is appealed to 
by Capt. Grover, F.R.S., in aid of the mission to Bokhara, 
resolved upon at the meeting, (held at the Crown and Anchor 
Tavern, on the 7th inst.,) at which that philanthropic officer 
presided. 


“Captain Grover admires the tone of true benevolence that pervades 
* The Voice of Jacob,’ and which must tend to remove the prejudices 
_ that unfortunately still prevail among many Christians, against the Israel- 
itish nation; and thinks that a favourable word in favour of two Christians, 
will be appreciated by the Christian community.” 

Thus assured that our motives for being candid will be ap- 
reciated, we do earnestly and respectfully hope, that some 
ess obtrusive means will be tried, in the first instance, for ac- 

complishing all that is acknowledged to be possible from this 
mission of inquiry—the obtaining of safe evidence as to 
whether the unfortunate envoys are still in existence or not. 
We cannot but think, that this might be attained with less 
hazard and more facility if arranged for in India, or at some 
other Eastern station, with, instead of without, the concurrence 
of our own government. Funds will still be necessary, although 
not to such an extent as for a special mission direct from this 
country. The missionary who so generously volunteers, but 
in whose character for discretion, sooth to say, his best friends 
acknowledge so little confidence, is certainly less likely to 
succeed in a task of such extreme delicacy, than some such 


regular trader to Bokhara, as is reported to have undertaken to 
bring a letter from Col. Stoddart himself, if employed so to do, 


| FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE, 

‘The late oppressive Ukase.-—We give a few extracts from 
articles in the Orient on this fearful decree, ordering the Polish 

Jews from the frontiers into the interior. 

| The ukase is a dreadful calamity for our poor brethren. 
Hundreds of thousands of our co-religionists, already stripped 
by the Russian system of taxation, are ruthlessly consigned to 
ruin, and rendered unspeakably wretched. The expulsion of 


about 300,000 souls from house and shelter, from home and 
all its associations, without so much as even assigning to them 
a dwelling, wherein the poor wretches might lay down their 
tired limbs; without so much as even pointing out where such a 
mass could obtain sustenance, without so much as even holding 
out a promise of indemnification !—To such an expulsion, ig 
not rather an annihilation preferable ?—W hat more did Spain, 
in expelling the Jews? There were great persecutions under 
Bogdan Chimielnizki, in the years 1648 & 1649, when, through 
the fanaticism of the Cossacks and Russians, 100,000 Jews lost 
their lives in bloody carnage ;—but were not those orgies of fa- 
naticism merciful, in comparison with this slow-paced annihila- 
tion of a multitude thrice as numerous? This ukase annihilates 
about sixty three town-congregations, (Kehilot) among which 
there are some, such as Dubno, Kalisch, Krzemenitz, and 
others, whose inhabitants consist chiefly of Jews, or which at Jeast 
possess congregations more numerous than are found either 
in England, France, or in a great part of Germany; hun- 
dreds of synagogues are to be given up to desecration! Our 
hearts are not yet able to conceive the immensity of this awful 
misfortune..... .....We are to establish schools, and do not 
know where to lay down our heads! We are to learn to read, 
to write, to cypher, whilst rampant misery standing before us 
with its drawn and bloody sword, presents the whole Russian 
mock school scheme as a very satire ;—the learning to be 
enforced by the wielded knout, a caricature! Montefiore! 
Montefiore! Thou didst go to Damascus to open the dungeons 
of some innocently suffering co-religionists !—Russia is, for the 
_ Jews, a gigantic dungeon, wherein two millions of thy brethren 
groan under racking torments. Many have employed all the 
efforts of hypocrisy, that thou mayest not come to us; it was 
known that thy British heart would never give sanction to the 
illusion of establishing schools, without civil alleviations, whilst 
the most melancholy persecution is permitted by law, and the 
most dreadful scourges are wielded against us! Qh! that thy 
heart might yet beat for us! perhaps art thou able to procure 
some mitigation! And ye—Jews of Germany, who stand on 
the height of European cultivation, and who feel so warmly 
for your brethren in the wide distance, will you not also raise 
your voice for us ?”’ 


! 


on this expulsion of the Jews from the borders of Poland. We 
do so, because that paper must, from the vicinity of the place 
to Poland, from its intimate connection with that country, and 
also from the accurate knowledge which there prevails of the 
mercantile and general policy of Russia, be eminently compe- 
tent to give an opinion on this unfortunate decree. Let then 
our readers compare the language of this Christian paper, 
with that copied into one of our English contemporaries, an 
ith) 
“The civil position of the Jews, is a standard of the civ!- 
lization of the nations and governments under which they live 
and suffer: both the past and present bear testimony to this. 


either already emancipated, or their i is insis 
upon..........Gloomy events have lately happened at the 


extreme ends of European civilization. The Jews of Polan 
are ordered 50 wersts from the borders into the interior. = 
reasons for this measure, are alleged first,—smuggling, wi 
injustice attributed to the Jews exclusively. In a country 
which has not sufficient, and but indifferent, manufactures, 
and wherein commerce is checked by an unparalleled prohibitive 


[ We now give the gist of an article in the Kdnigsberg Zeitung, 


Thus it is, that in the most civilized countries the Jews are 


| 
| 
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stem, smuggling cannot be suppressed, even if the whole 
frontier were deso ated ;—the deeply felt want would soon create 
anew such intermediate traders. Expel the Jews, and other 
much bolder smuggler bands will make their appearance. Was 
‘t the Jews, who kindled that bloody war between England and 
Spain, the first occasion for which was given by contraband 
trade to Spanish America ? Is it Jews, who carry on the present 
well concerted contraband trade of Spain? Are the names of 
Jews, mentioned in the incessant conflicts, on the Belgian and 
French frontiers, or in the contrivances of English smugglers ? 
Of the 500,000 Jews involved by the ukase, there will be 
found, after all, hardly 500 individuals engaged in the illicit 
trade !—Secondly, it is said that, as the Jews are allowed to 
live on the open plains only on condition of possessing landed 
property, two Jews concluded a colorable bargain for a tavern, 
and itcame to the knowledge of the highest quarters! But 
such practices, endangering neither the safety of the state nor 
that of any portion of its citizens, ought not to evoke so uni- 
versal a calamity.—Thirdly, it is said, that the Jews have 
induced Russian soldiers to desert! ‘This imputation seems 
perfectly absurd; for what could induce the Jews to sucha 
policy ?—The desire of filling from their own ranks the vacuities 
thus caused ?—to arouse the vengeance of a power which, on 
the least suspicion, strikes down unrelentingly ? Nor can it 
be said that pecuniary advantages tempt them; for neither 
Austria nor Prussia hold out any reward to the deserters; on 
the contrary, it is well known that to the latter power they are 
rather a burthen. ‘These desertions may be easily accounted 
for, in the severity of the military discipline ; and further, by 
the unconscionable exactions of oppressive officials. The ex- 
ecution of the decree, by which half a million of individuals, 
and in the midst of peace, are deprived of homes possessed by 
them for more than six hundred years, must necessarily be 
attended by such an extent of misery, famine, disease, and other 
hardships, as must sweep away multitudes. The misery will 
be greater than that which drew forth those Jewish tears 
which swelled the waves of Chabor. 

“In great calamities, every distinction of rank and condition, 
every difference in religion ceases. ‘This we have seen at the 
conflagration of Hamburg. A universal outburst of compassion 
rg to proceed from the whole civilized world. Ye kings 
and princes of Christianity, who should represent the image of 
God on earth!—represent His image now! It lies in the 
interest of the powerful to have a care that the doctrines of 
the gospel be not disregarded, and that a necessarily following 
demoralization, do not avenge this persecution of the Jews !” 


A correspondent suggests to the Orient, that the Grand 
Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, now sojourning at St. Peters- 
burg, might be induced to intercede for the hapless Polish 
Jews.—The Emperor of Russia is in Berlin now. 


Jerusalem.—We hear that Dr. Frankel, the payeicien sent 
by Sir Moses Montefiore, is so incessantly occupied in his pro- 
fession, as scarcely to have time for the needful repose. At 
the date of his jast letter, he was about to 8° to Chebron, 
(Hebron,) the chief Rabbi there having been taken ill. Many 
tients come to him, both from that city and Z%berias ; and 
oth the Sephardim and Ashkenazim have great confidence in 
him; but his own health scarcely bears up against such inces- 
sant labour, and he writes imploringly for aid, such only as an 
Ospital can provide, Our own columns are again invoked in 
aid of this urgent national proposition :—can any of our readers 
pont out how we might do it effective service ? 


Palestine relief fund.—A correspondent of the Orient, uses 
the opportunity afforded by the presence of J?. Hirsch Lehren 
at Frankfort, a. M., once more to pass censure upon the ad- 
ministration of the funds superintended by that gentleman. 

© exposes, in a bitter tone, (one which we can by no means 
*pprove,) how utterly invalid are the reasons given by Mr. L. 
10 Justification of his licy. The letter expresses in ignation 
at what must appear the obstinacy with which that gentleman 
Pursues a course so loudly condemned, and so injurious to 

© cause itself, as advocated by him. In conclusion, it is de- 


that Sir Moses Montefiore has signified his readiness, 


(in a letter to Mr. Lowenstein, of that city), to take charge of 
any amounts sent to him for the Holy Land; and it closes with 
an advice (in which we concur), to those who still continue to 
send their contributions through the channel of Mr, L.—that 
they annex the two following conditions to their donations, 
1. Not to encourage any more, as emigrants to the Holy Land, 
who are destitute of the means of maintaining themselves ; 
but rather to give all possible assistance to the Jewish mechanics 
and agriculturists already located there. 2. A public account 
to be given of the income and expenditure. 


MisceLtanra.—The King of Belgium, on his recent passage 
through Frankfort, honoured Baron Anselm de Rothschild with 
his company to breakfast. The Post reports, on the authority 
of private letters, that ‘‘ Jewish power and influence seem not 
to be in the ascendant at St. Petersburgh,” the Emperor having 
pointedly refused to notice petitions which the Jews of 
Konigsberg, and other places, had addressed to him, praying a 
revocation of his terrible ukase against his Jewish subjects on 
the frontiers. The same authority now admits, with respect to 
the so called ‘“ sect of Protestant Jews’’ at Frankfort, that the 


only information which can be relied upon is, that general a | 


nation exists against the principles ascribed to them! e 
have seen in No. 3. of the “‘ Illustrirten Zeitung,” (The German 
Pictorial Times) a series of wood cuts, representing the Monte- 
fiore ‘Testimonial. The letter-press description is a translation 
of that originally given in No, 28, of the Voice of Jacob. This 
selection by a popular German paper, will produce impressions 
useful to our German brethren. A Jewish lady in Hungary, 
named Lea Lowenstein, has left in her will, 50U0fl. c. m., 
for a Jewish theologian, duly qualified for the situation of a 
Rabbi. Would that others would imitate this example ! 
The Post quotes from ** Le Globe,” a rumour, via Marseilles, 
that the decree of the Ancona Inquisition is a fabrication !— 
We have, unfortunately, seen evidence to the contrary. 


Jamaica, 8th Aug.—We hear that the Jewish community 
of Montego Bay, in this island, have addressed their brethren 
at Kingston, asking for co-operation, in order to constitute 
themselves'a regular synagogue. The committee at Kingston 
have cheerfully consented, on the understanding that orthodox 
principles be adhered to, and that the Sabbath and other such 
sacred obligations be duly observed. A minister will of course 
be wanted forthwith; and our correspondent again laments 
that there is no institution in the parent country, which might 
fitly supply the want! Jr. pet. wy jun., late of Portsmouth, 
has been engaged on liberal terms for the second readership in 
the German synagogue of Kingston ; and there are no less than 
three other similar offices vacant in this single island, of which 
it may be said, that not only are the posts highly respectable, 
and the immediate income by no means insignificant, but the 
future prospects and useful influence associated therewith are 
every way worthy of an honorable ambition, We rejoice to 
hear, that a national school for the poor of all the congregations 
(Sephardim and Ashkenazim), collectively, is about to be un- 
dertaken by the ‘‘ Hebrew Association.’’ We recognize here, 
the enlightened influence of the Rev. Mr. Nathan, whose 
earnest desire for a combined educational movement, and for 
the merging of those petty differences existing on account of 
minhag merely, has already been manifested by his correspon- 
dence in our columns. The rev. gentleman’s own school, as 
we hear, numbers seventy pupils.—It is beyond our province 
to answer the enquiry addressed to us concerning a census; 
inasmuch that the point mooted in connection therewith, is 
more fitting for the Section of a spiritual guide, 


New Zealand.—We have received a letter from A/r. Hort, 
dated Wellington, 2nd March. He represents the colony as 
still without a staple product suitable for returns to the mother 
country; but he expects that, ere long, flax will serve that end. 
Mr. Hort, and sixteen other Jewish male residents, have me- 
morialized the officer administering Her Majesty's government, 
in New Zealand, 


“to apportion a small plot of ground within the town of Port Nicholson, 
whereon a synagogue might be built: and another, immediately without 
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it, as a cemetry for the burial of the Jewish dead. Grants which, when 
conferred, will greatly conduce to the direction of the capital and industry 
of the Jewish people to these distant shores.” 

A courteous answer was returned, in which 


“* The Officer administering the government, regrets that it is not in his power 
to grant crown lands for such purposes. His Excellency will, I am in- 
structed to add, refer the case to Her Majesty’s principal Secretary of 
State for the colonies.”’ 

We hope that a proper representation will be made here to 
Lord Stanley, the colonial secretary, in aid of Mr. Hort’s ap- 
plication. The New Zealand Company (of which Sw J. L. 
Goldsmid is a director, and other Jews are members), has just 
consented to co-operate with the colonial committee of ‘ the 
Church of Scotland Missions,” in sending a kirk minister to 
Nelson; the Company grants £150 per annum for three years. 
—We have reason to hope, that Sir I. L. Goldsmid will obtain 
some consideration fo#-his brethren also, seeing that one prin- 
cipal object of this Scotch church, is to convert them! | 


The moral cowardice of gentilizing Jewish names, is thus 
well exposed in the recent number of a highly respectable 


_ Taagazine, which we have frequently had occasion to quote. 


In every walk of science, in the fine arts, and in what are called the 
belles-lettres, the highest eminence is continually attained by Jews; 
though, alas! we find too often among them, as among ourselves, that in 
such cases religion is made of no account; and to avoid the current 
reproach which it ought to be their constant Jabour openly to rebut, they 
frequently deny their race, exchanging a nominal Judaism for equally 
vain, unmeaning Christianity. Having professed to follow Moses, until 
the allurements of fame sparkled before their eyes, they, as a mere step 
to distinction, have professed to follow Jesus; without once knowing or 
caring about either. Thus, it is generally understood, the celebrated 
vocalist dropped together the first letter of his name, and the externals of 
his faith; Mr. Abraham became Mr. Braham; and by some process into 
which we cannot enter, reconciled himself to making the walls of 
Christian churches resound to the splendid tones of his voice, in the 
** Messiah,” and other solemn subjects belonging to the Gospel of Jesus; 
so profanely dramatized for public amusement and private gain. The 
Author of the “ Curiosities of Literature,’ and others, have in like manner 
ceased to number their families among the many thousands of Israel : 
but to compute what Judaism has lost, or Christianity gained by such 
transfers belongs not to us. ‘ The world will love its own.”’ 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


S. G’s verses exhibit much good feeling; but the demands upon our 
space will prevent the insertion of them before the interest will have 
passed away. | 7 

The Ancona Decree, and Russian Ukase.—We pray our correspondents 
to excuse a detailed notice of their various appeals on these melancholy 
subjects. .We are so cramped from lack of space, as to find it impossible to 
publish many excellent letters which reach us. That of a “ Son of 
Abraham”’ is especially deserving of our thankful acknowledgment, as are 
also the enclosed verses. addressed to the Jewish people by a Christian. 

Index.—We are asked for an Index to the two first vols. of the Voice 
of Jacob. If any friend will undertake the acceptable service of prepar- 
ing one, we will print and distribute it gratuitously. | 

Anti-Memoriail Meeting.—‘‘ A constant reader”’ is quite right; ‘* to 
stifle opinion’’ is inconsistent with both the principles and practice of 
this paper. It needs be no secret, that an active advocate of this move- 
ment had undertaken to furnish notes of the meeting, for our information. 
Finding, on our return to town, that he had been absent from sudden 
illness, we applied for a copy of the “‘ report” previously to our last pub- 
lication. The application was unsuccessful. 

“A Looker-on’’—is thanked for his parellel between the Voice of Jacob, 
and the inflated production of a disappointed aspirant for notoriety through 
its columns. The reasons wherefore we do not publish such commentaries 
on the ‘report of the Great Meeting, &c.”’ are given elsewhere. 

Mr. I. Issachar’s Dissertation on S13M °3 unfortunately reached us too 
late to be employed this time. We are happy to encourage these essays 
from aspirants to usefulness in so hessersble a walk; and propose 
corereney to publish those by various hands, if they reach us in good 

e 


“The Hesperus.""—“ Letter by the Rev. H. Highton, &c.”” We have 
barely time to do more at present, than acknowledge receipt of these 
publications. 

Cronica Israelita.—Received Nos.9.10.and11. The envelopes should 
be better secured. 


oa 


Terms of Subscription, per single copy 10s. 6d. per annum, 
or 5s. 6d. per in at the 
Office, 27, Camomile Street, by remittance, post office order, 

stage stamps, or otherwise, The subscription secures a free 
delivery, within the range of the penny post, on the same day 
as published in London,—The next number (56) will commence 
the third volume; and the subscriptions are due before its 
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Proposals for a Corrected Translation of the Bible. 


These proposals, issued in our No. 46, have excited much 
interest, and we have therefore republished them in a separate 
form, praying our readers to circulate them with a View to 
assist the undertaking, and to obtain the names of subscribers 
to be transmitted to the ‘‘ Office of the Anglo-Jewish Prose 
27, Camomile-street, London.” 

(> The friends of the undertaking, who are forming lists of subscribers 
to it, are respectfully requested to send them in during the ensuing week. 

NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT 
Friday 15th Sept. 20th of Elul. Sabbath at $ past 5 


Portion for the week 
Said: 17 * First of 
Sabbath at 4 past 5 


Sabb. 23 
Sund. 24 
Mond. 25th Sept. Ist of Tishri. 
Tuesd. 26 5 | 
Wed Night at 6° 35’ 
Friday 29 ee a Sabbath at 5 o’Clock 


* This Festival will be found explained in our Vol. I. No, 25. 


EWISH DAY SCHOOL.—An annual course having been 


now finished, and two public Examinations holden, the Proprietor thinks 
he has afforded the Public full scope for appreciating the system pursued, 
and the earnest endeavours of all concerned to fulfil their engagements, Thus 
encouraged, the Proprietor deems himself warranted in calling the attention of the 
Jewish Public in London, in the Provincial Towns, and in the Colonies, to the 
advantages attached to his Establishment, as set forth in the Prospectus :— 

This School has been established to combine the advantages of a classical, with a 
strictly religious education. ‘* Religious instruction in Christian institutions is either 
adventitious, or entirely omitted; nor can this neglect be remedied in after-age, 
when impressions are not so easily made as they are rapidly effaced.”’ ‘‘ Parents 
are also sensible that their children incur a heavy and irretrievable loss of time 
when frequenting Christian Schools, since the religion of the pupils prevents their 
attendance on Jewish Holydays, whilst the regulations of the Establishment pro- 
hibit it on Christian festivals.’’—-Terms, Twelve Guineas for the School year. 
Arrangements have also been made with a highly-respctable party, for the board- 
ing of young gentlemen, on moderate terms. 

A new and important feature has been superadded, in the establishment of a so- 
called Finishing Class, for the benefit of young gentlemen who, have entered 
life before completing the studies requisite for their vocation. Such pupils must 
have entirely left School, and attained their fourteenth year. The hours of instruc- 
tion will not exceed three daily. The Terms are,. Eight Guineas for the Schoo! 
year; arrangements may however be made for such as attend part only of the 
subjects taught. 

For Prospectuses and Particulars apply to Mr. Lindenthal, New Synagogue, 
Great St. Helen’s. 


AY ANTED A HEBREW TEACHER to a Jewish Be- 


nevolent Institution. Particulars may be obtained of the Secretary, Mr. 
Abm. Kisch, Western Synagogue Chambers, St. Alban’s Place, St. James’. All 
letters to be free. 


Portion for the week D'dy 
maa Wt 


N° 


Aug. 30, 5603. 


at Holland House Academy, Hammer- 


smith. The quarterly examination of the young gentlemen of Mrs. |. 
Cohen’s establishment, will take place on Sunday, the 17th instant, at 1! o’Cloek 
precisely. Mrs. I. C. by this advertisement, begs respectfully to invite the parents 
of the pupils, her friends, and the public at large. : 


AYERS’ SUBSCRIPTION and DINING ROOMS, 17, 


Cornhill.—Saul Myers begs to inform the members of the Jewish persua- 
sion, that he has a quantity of Preserved Mock Turtle Soup for sale, in tin cases, 
warranted to keep twelve months. Ladies and gentlemen going abroad will find 
this excellent soup a great advantage. Mock Turtle, 2s. 6d. per pint; sent to any 
part of the country. Private dinner rooms for ladies ; private meetings, dinners, 
&e. Gentlemen wishing to be accommodated with breakfasts, dinners, &c., during 
the ensuing holidays, will please to give notice. 


LETTER to SIR MOSES MONTEFIORE; containing 
Observations on the subject of an Address lately presented to him, signed 
by nearly 1,500 continental Jews. By the Rey. H. Highton, late Michel Fellow of 
Queen’s College, Oxford, assistant master of Rugby school. London: B. ertheim, 
Aldine Chambers, Paternoster Row. 


URNISHED APARTMENTS, at No. 24, Artillery Place, 
Finsbury fquare. (With or without Board.) Miss Shannon respectfully ac- 
quaints parties desirous of spending the ensuing Holidays in London, that there 
are vacancies as above, where every attention will be paid to the domestic com 
forts of the inmates, on moderate terms. an 


(CHEAP WATCHES, at Waren 


FACTURY, 26, MANSELL Street, Goopman’s Fietps. P. 

to inform his Friends generally, that, in consequence of the depression of t 
he is enabled by the use of ready cash to make a reduction of full 25 per cent. 
his former prices. Single Hunters and Cansellor Seconds will be found unny of 
in price and quality. Merchants, Travellers, &c. will have an <-sseenign fe 
selecting fromJhis various Stock. Agent:—Mr. D. Michaels, who will 
every evening at Howards Coffee House. Street, 
London: Printed for Mr. by E. VARTY, 27, Camomile 

Bishopsgate. Published by B. Paternoster Row; 

had of the Printer; of Reynoips, Church Row, Aldgate; © and of 

Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgniss 

all Booksellers and Newsmen. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO VOL. II. 


REVIEWS. 


The Biographical Dictionary of the Society for the Diffusion 
of Useful Knowledge. 
(Concluded from No, 5A.) 


Supposing that the order of the pranomina had been that 
ursued, as appears probable from the majority of cases before 
us,—an order pursued by Wolf, and others, and having many 
precedents in Rabbinical treatises and general custom among 
the Jews,—we find missing, besides the comparatively recent 
names previously referred to, very many eminent men who 
flourished in remoter ages ;—such as Abraham ben Sahal, (vide 
Leo. Africanus)—Abtalion, (Pirke Aboth, section 1) ;—Abaii 
(way) 80 frequently mentioned in the Talmud, (Aruch Abaii); 
—Aaron Worms, (Israelitische Annalen, 1839, p. 390,) Ke. &e. 
It is true, the silence observed in some cases might be 
excused, on the plea that the authors have not deserved a 
notice; but this can certainly not be maintained with respect 
to many: Akiba Eiger, one of the greatest Talmudic scholars 
of this age, it is true is recent; but that Abraham Gher, 
and Abraham ben Sahal, claim notice in a biographical dic- 
tionary, admits of no doubt. 

By way of exemplifying the biographer’s erroneous state- 
ments, we adduce the following. Under Ada bar Ahaba, we 
are told that this Talmudic teacher is the founder of the Jewish 
Calendar, as at present followed. Such was doubtless the 
opinion of some Jewish authorities; and being adopted by 
Bartolocci and Wolf, it has been transcribed faithfully by their 
copyists. It is now, however, considered proved, that the 
computations upon which the existing calendar is founded 
cannot be more than 900 years old. They may have been the 
work of some one bearing by chance the name of Ada bar 
Ahaba; and hence he has been confounded with the Talmudic 
teacher, who flourished about the year 219, C. E. (Vide 
ton op for the year 1841, seventh and eighth letters.) , 

Abu Alpharag, is called ‘* a Karaite, or Sadducean.” This 
confounding of Sadduceeism with Karaism has not the slightest 
warrant. ‘The Sadduceans, as every reader of the gospel knows, 
were a sect existing in the time of the second temple; and 
denying the doctrine of the resurrection. The sect is also fre- 
quently spoken of in the Talmud, (v. for instance, Sanhedrin 
90; Aboda Zara 181,) and soon became extinct. The Karaites, 
on the contrary, are scripturalists, agreeing on the point ad- 
verted to with other Jews. This sect, despite their claim to a 
higher antiquity, sprung up at a much later period. It is true, 
some of the older writers do not sufficiently detingciah between 
these two sects, but the moderns have been more accurate. 
(Vide 399 395. Jiidische Sekten, by Peter Beer.) 

Of Abraham .ben David, it is related, that ‘‘ his body was 
‘committed to the earth, with great honour, by the Priests of 
“his people, and he was sali ‘Or Gadol,’ (a great light.”’) 
Reference is made to Wolf, and to a Latin translation of 
mtn paw by Gentius. This statement must necessarily be 

se, since priests (descendants of Aaron), are not allowed to 
approach a corpse, and they do not, to this day, enter a burial 
ground, (v. Levit. xxi. 1-6.) Having referred to n\n. paw 
(Amsterdam edition, p. 55.) we find, ms 
» the Priests digged his grave.” Though nothing is mentioned, 
it is highly shed wa 8 that the place of his interment was newly 
_ Consecrated as a burial ground; in such case, the Kohanim are 

accustomed to dig the first grave, and the honors may have 

un the usual ones connected with a consecration ; otherwise, 

a8 is well known, Kohanim never inter the corpse, if other 
ewish assistance is to be had.—The passage in the myn) DaY, 

as no reference to any exception laid down in Yoreh 

Deah, Hilchoth Abeloth. Again, we do not understand on 
What authority the biographer states, that Abraham ben 
David, was hanged by command of Henry III., in 1391. 
Wolf, who makes him identical with Abraham ben Dior, is 
right: In saying, Regis Hispaniarum Jussu  suspensus 
_ obierit,” but the biography under review, differs in this par- 
ticular from Wolf, and has no pretence for — Ben David 
l€ a violent death —nay, the man (ibi expressly 


MAP AX nay (“ In that year, 
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(9159) that great light.* R. Abraham ben David, was sum- 

moned to the throne above, on the eve of sabbath, and the priests 

digged his grave.”’ | 
Abraham Kabsi is made to appear identical with Abraham 


Gaon. The biographer should not have been so positive of 


that. True, several of the elder writers, and Reggio among the 
moderns, hold that opinion—(v. ton on vol. 11, p. 40,—it 
contains also some curious particulars of the art practised by 
Kabsi,) but R. Nathan Baal Hadruch, makes them two distinct 
persons, (v. Aruch, under mp) and we have, moreover, the 
weighty authority of the profound Rappaport in our favor, 
when we venture to hold the opposite opinion. (v. Life of 
R. Nathan Baal Haaruch, in for 1829.) At all 
events, the biographer should have stated fairly the existence of 
another opinion. 

Under R. Achai Gaon, is found a statement, that we possess 
his work ‘* Sheelthoth’; whereas we have but an extract of it. 
(Vide Life of R. Nathan Baal Haaruch. ) 

Under Aaron Ben Moses, ‘‘ Teshuboth Haggaonim,”’ is trans- 
lated “ excellent answers,”—a gross error, implying no slight 
extent of deficiency in the Hebrew. Every beginner must per- 
ceive that p)93m cannot be an adjective; since the noun 
niawn is without an article, and feminine, while the following 
word, if an adjective, could not have had the article, nor been 
of the masculine form. ‘‘Gaonim” here, is the title given to 
the successors of the Rabbanan Sabburai, (Presidents of Colleges 
in the Persian empire,) (v. Zemach David) ; as for instance, R. 
Hai Gaon; R. Achai Gaon, &c. The word Gaon itself, is 
derived from 3, and signifies sublimity. ‘* ‘Teshuboth Hag- 
gaonim” therefore signifies ‘* answers of (or given by) the 
sublime or exalted ones,” (i. e., the Presidents of the Persian 
colleges. ) 

Under Abdias Bartenora, it is said, ‘‘ Of the time at which 
‘this author lived and wrote, we find no notice.” Now we 
beg to differ on that point, and to state that he: lived towards 
the close of the fifteenth, and the beginning of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, and that he died Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem in 1530. 
(Vide De Rossi.) 

Under Abraham Koesfeld, we read ** Selidoth upahazmonim, 
‘* (consolations and strengthenings.)” ‘No dictionary can have 
suggested such a rendering. The Hebrew words should be 
written “ Selichoth upismonim’—nin9p signifies, pardons, or, 
this case, prayers for pardon—jprp is not Hebrew, but of Greek 
origin; viz., from y-aApos, with the French formation, Pseawne, 
to which probably a 9 has been added, to assimilate it to the 
Hebrew. The word signifies, as its origin bespeaks, song. 
This error is the more remarkable, because Wolf’s latin ver- 
sion, which the biographer has translated, (sometimes he 
mis-translates) into English, is ‘‘ precationes et cantiones,”’ 

Under Abraham Usque, we find no mention of that curious, 
rare, and highly interesting edition of the Pentateuch, from 
which De Rossi makes valuable extracts in the eleventh chapter 
of his ‘‘ Commentario storico de typographia Heb-ferrariensi.” 
Since this individual owes his claim to notice, exclusively to 
his careful editions of useful works, such a publication ought 
not to have been unnoticed. 
Abraham ben David, of Kirjath Jearim.—‘‘ Kirjath Jearim,”’ 
is said (probably on the authority of Bartolocci) to be a city 
of Palestine. (Joshua xv. 9.) The city of Nismes, in the 
south of France, is meant. So is it with Jarchi py, from Mm, 
the moon; (Luna, the moon), weaning an inhabitant of Lunel, 
in France; omitted to be explained under Abraham ben Nathan 


Jarchi. So is it with Abraham Mahahar; (ann) should have 


* Hammahor Haggadol, the scripture phrase, as usually applied in such 
cases and not “ Or gadol,’’ as mistated in the article before us. 
+ An amusing instance of these translations, may be found under 


Abraham Hurwitz, the Levite, where Wolf having translated poms we 
(not ‘the first words of the book Baba Bathra,’’ but of its eighth sec- 
tion)sunt haeredes, the biographer,—not comprehending the allusion,—ren- 
ders the words ‘‘ they are heirs.”” Sunt, it is true, signifies ‘* they are,”’ 
but also ‘‘there are,” as Wolf here intended. Those who deem the 
difference between these renderings slight, may read the passage alluded 
to in the Hebrew, or in the translation of Suhrenhusius, and they will 
discover that the false rendering has no sense at all :—other no less amusing 
misconceptions are discernible elsewhere. 
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Mons.)* (Vide life of 


OF JACOB. 


been rendered ‘“‘ of wes ig in France,” (from the Latin | expectations, and the expectations of those who study and believe 


. Elieser Hakalir, by Rapparport, in Scriptures, he will fully accomplish all, and more than all that whic "he 


the p'nyn 53, for 1829—sph bx, vol. vi. p. 10, and vol. v. has promised. 


p. 3; also Israel, Ann. 1839, p. 86.) 


Seeing to what a length our review has already extended, rebuke and appeal; reminding us 
and believing that we have sufficiently substantiated our 


He excuses himself from any of in this 


at the sacred scripture, 


sanction it.* And he justifies his selection of the present 


charges against the rabbinical biographies of this work, we period, because he recognizes © many signs | Of ite fitness ;— 


omit, for the present, to point out other serious mistakes, 
or to review the second part of the volume. In concluding 
these remarks, we can only regard the whole series of articles 
to which they refer, as nothing more than a translation of the 
ebrea of Wolf. In the second volume, how- 
ever, we perceive references to De Rossi: let us then pe 


Bibliotheca 


that later portions may prove so much the less defective ; 


“signs in the political events of the world”—* signs in the 
movements of the Jewish mind”—* si in the feelings 
towards your nation, awakened far and wide among the 
Gentiles.” 
The Rev. author sends a subscription towards the support of 
the Voice of Jacob; saying— 
“ T feel exceedingly anxious to see the Jews throughout the world, unis, 


OF | together as a nation, and think that a Jewish press may be a great means 


we regard the biographer’s introduction of De Rossi, as an | to that end.” 


indication that he is making the acquaintance of other autho- 


Mesmerism the Gift of God.—‘“‘A Beneficed Clergyman”’ hag 


rities, besides those used for these first and second parts. | written a pamphlet under this title, provoked thereto by a 


Zunz, Rapparport, Geiger, Reggio, and other profound rabbini- 


cal scholars, have, since De Rossi, achieved much in this field. 


published sermon of the Jtev. Hugh Mc. Neile, of Liverpool, 
entitled “‘ Satanic Agency and Mesmerism.” We have no 


We suggest to him also, the utility of consulting the biographies | design to discuss a subject which we have had no sufficient — 
contained in various periodicals of modern times: such as the | Means of investigating; but from the dispassionate and philo. 


the oynyn 193; the ; the Israelitische Annalen ; 


the Zeitung des Judenthums ; the Orient ; the Archives Israel- 


sophical review of these counterblasts, recently given in the 
Gentleman's Magazine, we should say that Mr. Mc. Neile’s - 


ite; Geiger’s Zeitschrift; Zunz’s Zeitschrift, &c.; and as he | rhapsody had decidedly come off second best. We cal] atten- 


may become a Hebrew scholar in time, (On devient forgeron en 


tion to this incident, and to the opinion on that gentleman's 


forgeant), we will hope to find his defects diminish progres- theology passed by so high an authority, because it was he who 
sively, and the reviewer’s task a less unpleasant one than our | presumed to call his Jewish neighbours “‘ idolators,’’ and who, 


duty has now imposed upon us. 


when called upon, failed either to justify or withdraw the 
impious charge. (vide No. 48, p. 178.) We will not copy the 


Steill’s Pictorial Spelling Book, or Lessons on Facts and | language of severe condemnation which our rev. assailant's last 


Objects ; pp. 126, 1s. 6d. : 


vagary has drawn upon him from the Gentleman's \Jagazine, 


Steill’s Pictorial Spelling and Reading Assistant. Part I. but we also tell him that :— 


pp. 120, ls, 6¢.—B. Steill, Paternoster Row. 


* the respectable portion of mankind will look for something better (from 


age ion, daclamation, ilioa! 
Though the former of these books, as being so specially de- one in his station) than vituperation, declamation, illogical reasoning, and 


signed to rear young Christians, is equally unsuitable for Jewish 
children, as are the majority of existing works of a similar 


character; this cannot be objected to Mr. Steill’s ‘* Spelling 
and Reading Assistant,” which appears to have less of an Auti- 
Jewish doctrinal cast than any we remember to have seen. 
We recommend it, therefore, to Jewish parents: our Gentile 
readers will find much to approve in both.. The numerous 
and well chosen illustrations (many being scriptural) are calcu- 


interpretations of scripture misunderstood and misapplied.” . 


The hatred of estranged friends has ever been the most bitter, 
and the amiable editress of the Christian Lady's Magazine, in 
reviewing the narrative of one who has deserted his Jewish 
brethren, takes occasion to reprove the professing convert who— 


_ “turns upon his own people, and deals out to them very hard measure 
indeed. Why is this? Are not Gentiles sufficiently ready to lift up the 
heel against God’s chosen nation, without finding a warrant so to dom 


lated not only to interest both the teacher and the taught, but what is published by its own members? We do not like the spirit or the 


to instil some moral lesson at almost every step. 


Letter to Sir Moses Montefiore, §c. By the Rev. H. Highton. 

—Wertheim, London. 

The immediate subject of this pamphlet, is the address 
presented to Sir Moses Montefiore, by nearly 1500 of his 
German brethren, and given at length in our No. 28. The 
Rev. author claims our respectful attention by the love he bears 
our house, a love which, at least in the letter before us, does 
not seek to tamper with our fealty to the covenant of our 


fathers, nor expect in matters of religion, (what, for the sake of 


common ground, we will call after Zephaniah,) ‘* one consent,” 
"nx Dsw—until, as he says, “ after your return to our own 
land.” Herebukes us in such very plain terms, for the indiffe- 
rence to our national interests which has become so glaring, 
that we really know not what to answer to his demand :— 


Is it not a shameful thing that a Gentile should be reminding you of 
these things, and quoting to you the words of your own lawgiver Moses ? 
Is not God indeed “ moving you to jealousy, with those which are not a 
people, and provoking you to anger with a foolish nation?” Away, then, 
with the unbelief of the Jewish hearts in the words of their own eternal 
God! Away with cre peering Gnd the frivolous amusements, in which 
they fritter away the time which should be spent in thinking of the past, 
the present, and the future, and be seeking their God! Away with their 
absorbing devotion to the cares and mches of the earth! * : = &s 

Be ye not unbelieving; let the great mass of the Gentiles disbelieve the 
things written in your law concerning your final and glorious restoration ; 
but do you yourselves cherish these promises in your inmost hearts, and 
be eo“ ayn again, as your fathers were of old, above all nations, by 
your faith in your God and in his Word: be fully assured that if your 
ways be committed to him, he will both guide you into truth, and in all 
things put into your hearts what ye ought to do; and that above all your 


_ © That this is the proper signification of Mahahar is certain ; vide the 
conjectures as to its signification by the biographer. | 


tone of the remarks too freauently made on the synagogue worship, which 
we are accustomed to be told is a lip service from which the heart is far 
distant, &c. This we take leave to dispute. We have mixed, and we 
- have worshipped, among the Jewish Ladies in three or four synagogues !n 
London; and looking down upon the men of Israel, assembled below, we 
are bound to say that, on these occasions, we saw nothing to justify the 
sweeping condemnation passed on them and their services—much to 1n- 
validate it. Now thatthe Jews have a free press of their own, they wil! 
make themselves better understood.”’ 
_ This is our defence by one who loves us; but we are bound 
in candour to state, that the opinion of others, even within the 
aynagoenes is not so favorable concerning a certain ‘‘ great” 
establishment ; in which, say they, ** the clamourous advocates 
for decorum set the worst example.” 


The Early Christians regarded as Jews.—It was the sacra- 
mental wine and its relation to blood, which supplied the true 
origin of the calumny, that—Judaism required the use of blood 
for the paschal supper; inasmuch, that it was upon the history 
of such a supper that the supposed necessity fur blood 's 
founded. The early Christians were regarded as a J ewish 
sect, and hence the misconception. A correspondent of the 
“‘ Gentleman's Magazine” furnishes evidence of this—from 
Millot’s elements of ancient history, in regard to the Emperor 
Trajan—from Crevier’s translation of Nopiscus, in regard to 
Adrian—and by passages quoted from Rutilius and Suetonius. 


* Mr. Highton is not happy in his citation of Deut, xxxii. 43, misled by 
the Anglican version which translates D%3 Rejoice. ye 
Gentiles with His people.” Not only is the “ with” an interpolatioD, 
but the verb being in the causative form, the version would more fitly 
be—** Gentiles! Cause ye his people to exult!” (the occasion being, 12 
Rashi’s opinion, fidelity of Israel to God.) A better quotation in proe : 
| how intimately concerned are the Gentiles in the fate of Israel, migh 
| have been taken from Isa. xlii. lx.—Jer. iv.—Micah. iy., and Zech. 1. ¥ 
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David Martin 
Simeon Magnus 
Abraham Mendez 
1. P. Mendes 
A. P. Mendes 
Samuel Mendes 
Mrs. P. Mendes 
Jacob Mitchell 
Benjamin Naar 
Rev. M. N. Nathan 
Henry Nathan ; 
David Phillips 
R. I. Salmon 
H. 8. Samuel 
S. M. Samuels 
Jn. Samuels 

M. Sarfaty 

Sig. Schloss 


E, H. Sequeira 
Henry Sewell 
Josh. Stines 
I. N. Vaz 
Jamaica.—(Country ) 
Port Maria, Eb. Da Costa 
Alex. Lindo 
M. M. Sollas 


It happens, too, accidentally, that our American lists, besides being very incomplete, 
nate between those who are annual prepaying subscribers, on the same terms as all others upon the list, (i. e. paying not less than 24 dollars 
issue, whether fortnightly, weekly, or supplementary), and those who rank only in the class of non-subscribers, paying less than that 
out for complete lists, and shall seek the earliest opportunity to supply the missing names, together with the results of any new canvass which the 


" Anglo-Jewish Press shall have prosecuted in the interval. 


St. Ann's Bay, David Aarons 


Aarons 
ich, 
Black River, Abm. 
——- Saml. Hart 
Manchester, Joseph Levy 
Philip Solomon 
Spanish Town, Phineas De Ca. 
seres 
A, Lewis 
- — Andrew Lewis 
-————- Abm. Lopez 
Faimouth, Geo. Abrahams 
F. L. Castles 
G. L. Castles 
Jn. Castello 
Geo. Delisser 
R. L. Delisser 
Valeritine Gray 
Josh. Isaacs 
Henry Jacobs 
Simon Magnus 
Isaac Reuben 
Montego Bay, H. A. Alberga 
A. J. H. Bernal 
H. Corinaldi 
Danl, Hart 
C. L, Isaacs 
Danl. Isaacs 
— Henry Isaacs 
Aaron Isaacs 
Isaac Isaacs 
S. L. Phillips 
B. Rodriguez 
Asher Solomon 
Ocho Rios, Alex. Abrahams 


Cape of Good Hope, 
Dr. Frankel 
Hart and Canstatt 
B. Norden 
M. Sloman 


Canton, J. Moses 


Tunis, J. R. Levy 
M. Santillana 


St. Thomas’, W. I. 


Solomon Benjamin 
Rev. B. C. Carillon 
Mrs. Em. Da Costa 
Chas. Da Costa 
Jacob M. Da Costa 
A. L. Dubee 

Elias De Sola 

I, Findanque 

Elias Henriquez 
Samuel B. Hohel 
P. Isaacson 
Benjamin Levy 
Josh. Il. Levy 

J. Madino, Jun. 
Jer. L. Maduro 

R. De Meza 

Jacob M. Monsanto 
I. H. Osorio 

Elias De Pinna 
Mrs. Grace De Pinna 
Moses Piza 

Jacob Pretto 

D. Pretto, M. D. 
W. B. Simmonds 
Isaac Valencia 

A. Wolff 

Daniel Wolff 

Elias Wolff 

Moses Wolff 


Curacoa, 


O. M. Da Costa 
Benj. De Casseres 
H. C. Henriquez 
J. & E. Henriques 
M. C. Henriquez 
A. H. Senor 
Jacob Senor 
Jacob De Sola 


New Zealand, A. Hort, Wel- 
lington 
Smyrna, D. Pincherle 


Paris, M. Almosnino 
M. Cahen 
E. Kulman 


issue, for any American — 
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We have sent 
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